
Southborough Primary School
Knowledge through Nurture

Dear Parents and carers, 

As we start the new academic year, I am delighted to write to you as the new interim Head 
Teacher. It is with great enthusiasm that I take on this role, and I look forward to working 
closely with the dedicated staff, pupils, and families to ensure the continued success of our 
school community. 

Thank you for your support and kind messages so far as we begin this exciting new chapter 
in our school's journey.

Melody Berthoud 

Class Dojo
I am keen to foster open and effective 
communication between the school and families. 
We have introduced Class Dojo across the school 
and I am pleased to see so many have joined 
already. There is a prize for the first class with 100% 
connections! In the parents meetings in the summer 
term parents said they wanted better 
communication. Therefore this free digital platform 
will serve as a valuable tool for enhancing 
communication between staff and parents, allowing 
for real-time updates on pupil behaviour, school and 
classroom activities and a calendar of school events. 

The platform also facilitates direct messaging 
between teachers and parents, making it easier to 
address any concerns or questions.  Please respect 
the working hours of staff and know that messages 
may not be responded to immediately - especially 
as they will be busy teaching. If you want a faster 
response message me,  ring the school office or 
email me directly 
melody.berthoud@southborough.bromley.sch.uk The Harmony Project

Each half term every year group’s 
learning is linked to a topic or 
enquiry question. These topics 
come from the Harmony project. 
It’s purpose is to prepare young 
people to engage with the 
environmental and social 
challenges we face and develop 
learning that is based upon a 
deep understanding of, and 
connection to, the natural world

Autumn 1 Topics
EYFS What makes me special?
Y1 What kind of superhero do I want to be?
Y2 What do I need to be healthy?
Y3 What would it be like to live as a hunter-gatherer?
Y4 How did the Anglo-Saxons farm and how is it different from 
today?
Y5 How can we ensure our oceans stay amazing?
Y6 What would it be like to live during wartime?

Sign of the Week

mailto:melody.berthoud@southborough.bromley.sch.uk


Bromley Y – new Autumn webinars

Webinars for young people
Stress and Worry Management for Young People
These webinars cover all aspects of emotional wellbeing difficulties with a specific focus each 
month on the difficulties young people may be facing at that time in their academic lives.  
For example, focusing on preparation for exams and exam stress at certain times of the year 
or starting at a new school and making new friends in the early Autumn term.
 
All the usual topics for parents/carers are covered too, such as:
Emotionally Based School Avoidance
Transition from Primary to Secondary School
Helping Children with Anxiety, Fears and Worries
Helping Children with Sleep Difficulties
Poster with all parent/carer webinar dates Autumn 2024

Facebook and Instagram

I have also created social media 
accounts on Facebook and Instagram - 
where you can see photos of work, 
classrooms and children day to day. Do 
complete the ‘photo permission’ link on 
Class Dojo so I know if your child has 
permission to be photographed and 
placed on these social channels. 

Lunchtimes

The children will no longer have to select 
what they want for lunch each morning - 
instead they can chose when they arrive 
at the servery. Harrisons have asked for 
this change in order to reduce the 
amount of food waste. The menu will still 
be shared with you so that you can have 
this discussion if you want to.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1je9Pp3j58Du5F-1pBe6cG8qLLtfiNcm5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16x9ppYgGGf4jKni4dNfkY-TzIXOu1rug/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZZ7Yag_52McSlAHXAFLa4l8A-PhecNAh/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XjmzV_QTN1YGNSGvVfjmbCozzYLvhEMo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1P0MNX1iZWdzZj_KnOcIfLCg0HP6aNeyN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PRHLp25qUHKtXmGBJb9ZQDC1RjoPH2x4/view?usp=sharing


What is an EPN?
EPN stands for ‘Education penalty notices’                             

EPN’s are issued for unauthorised 
absences, this includes term time 
holidays.

I’ll just go on holiday and pay the fine?
EPN’s have now been capped nationally at 

TWO fines within any 3 year period. After 
this, other action like a parenting order or 
prosecution has to be considered- this 
could mean a fine of up to £2500!

What is an unauthorised absence?
A child being kept off school unnecessarily 

or without good reason. Term time 
holidays is not a justified reason to take 
your child out of school.

   What happens if I keep my child off, and 
don’t contact school?

     School will call home to try and obtain a 
reason for absence- if no reason is 
provided school may carry out a visit to 
your home- this is to check on the 
welfare of you and your child. 

Absence                                        
If your child is going to be absent from 
school- you must contact the school office 
before 9.00 am to provide a reason for 
absence.

Medical evidence
If your child is absent from school and is at risk 
of becoming persistently absent (at risk of 
falling below 90%) you will be required to 
provide medical evidence for your child's 
absences. This way, we can make sure 
absences are authorised.

PA / risk of PA 
We want to avoid children becoming 
‘persistently  absent’ (below 90%). 
Interventions will be put in place when your 
child's attendance becomes ‘at risk’ of 
becoming PA. This may include supportive 
parent meetings. Being persistently absent 
may make you liable for fines or school 
attendance referrals.

Fines / holidays Holidays are in no 
circumstances authorised by school. 
Unauthorised absence due to holidays will 
result in a fine being issued from Bromley. 


